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ENTERPRISE GOLDMINE 
Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [2.01 pm]: On Tuesday, 21 May 
2013 the $110 million Enterprise goldmine was opened 68 kilometres north west of Kalgoorlie, at Ora Banda, by 
Norton Gold Fields Limited. From November this mine will begin producing approximately 110 000 ounces of 
gold a year and employ 80 staff for the next five years, which is great for the goldfields and the broader Western 
Australian economy. In total this mine will produce around 550 000 ounces of gold over the next five years. 

The Enterprise mine will supply the bulk of its ore to the company’s 3.3 million tonne per annum Paddington 
Mill. Paddington Mill is also located near Kalgoorlie and last financial year broke its record for processing ore.  

The fact that the company is majority controlled by China’s largest gold producer, Zijin Mining Group, shows 
international investors continue to have confidence in Western Australia. As the Minister for Mines and 
Petroleum, I am pleased to be able to formally welcome this investment.  

The house may already be aware that Western Australia remains the nation’s leading mining investment 
destination, attracting $51 billion, or 54 per cent, of total national mining capital spending, valued at $95 billion 
in 2012. Fuelled by strong demand for resource commodities from Asia, new capital expenditure by the state’s 
mining industry has grown at an annual rate of 27 per cent during the five years to 2012. While the price of gold 
has taken a modest dip during the past year, the current price is still around 60 per cent higher than the 10-year 
average, something that is certainly driving development like this from Norton Gold Fields. 

Gold remained WA’s second most valuable mineral sector in 2012, reaching $9.4 billion in sales, a six per cent 
increase from 2011. Of this, $4.04 billion worth of Western Australia’s gold exports went to the burgeoning 
market of India. Australia is the world’s second largest producer of gold after China and approximately two-
thirds of Australia’s gold production comes from mines in Western Australia. 

From this members can glean that Western Australia is a world leader in goldmining and we welcome the 
investment by China in our newest gold mine, Enterprise, near Kalgoorlie. 
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